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Gül heading for EU, Mideast talks

The foreign minister will meet with EU counterparts less than three weeks before the union’s critical Dec. 17 summit 

ANKARA - Turkish Daily News


Foreign Minister Abdullah Gül is heading to The Hague today for talks on Turkey’s bid to join the European Union and peace efforts in the Middle East. 
The visit to The Hague, where the foreign ministers of 25 European Union countries and 10 Mediterranean countries, including Egypt, Israel, Syria and Palestine, will gather for a two-day meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership -- also known as the Barcelona Process, comes less than three weeks before the EU’s Dec. 17 summit, which will decide whether to start accession talks with Turkey. 
It also comes after death of veteran Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, who had led Palestinians for 40 years, a development that raised prospects for a change in the course of the stalled Middle East peace process. 

Gül is expected to meet with Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom on the sidelines of the meeting and discuss a planned visit to Israel and peace efforts between the Israelis and the Palestinians. After months of tension in ties, Israel has invited Turkey to play a role in the post-Arafat era for peace in the Middle East and send observers for Palestinian elections in January. 
Gül has been touring European capitals since the EU Commission said in an Oct. 6 report that talks with Turkey should start but at the same time set tough conditions. The commission said the talks would be an open-ended process whose outcome cannot be guaranteed and mentioned the possibility of permanent restrictions on the migration of Turkish workers to Europe. 
Ankara wants the talks to be opened in the first half of 2005 without any condition that could mar full membership prospects. But the EU officials meeting with Gül last week again in The Hague said the commission’s recommendation would be upheld and that talks were unlikely to start before the second half of next year. 

Gül will press his EU counterparts during the Barcelona Process meeting for a more favorable decision at Dec. 17 summit. He is set to have bilateral talks with EU foreign ministers on the sidelines of the gathering, a Foreign Ministry statement said. 
Turkey’s membership is a highly divisive issue in Europe. France, where public opposition to Turkish accession runs high, has proposed that talks with Turkey start after a French referendum on the EU Constitution, expected to take place in mid-2005, thus postponing talks to perhaps 2006. 
German backing 
But Germany has led the pro-Turkey camp inside the EU. Pressing for a positive decision in December, Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said European leaders had a historic opportunity to build a "bridge to the Islamic world" when they decide next month whether to open talks with Turkey. 

"It is not history, language or religion that make Europe unique ... but political principles and cultural attitudes -- standing up for peace, respect for the individual and tolerance, in company with cultural diversity," Schroeder said. 
"Europe has the historic chance to build a bridge to the Islamic world," he said. 
Schroeder spoke Friday at a forum called "A Soul for Europe" in which organizers hoped to promote culture as a way of uniting Europeans and where they made a special point of reaching out to the Islamic world. 
New European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso urged Europeans to think beyond national borders and see the EU as more than just an economic coalition. 

"Our European identity represents overcoming the clash of different identities," Barroso said. "If we want to succeed, we must make the choice to use our potential to the fullest -- that includes cultural." 
However, Schroeder rejected the creation of a European "superstate." He called for patience in creating a European identity. 
"It is a natural process that no one can decree -- people can only feel European of their own free will," he said. 


Turkish store attacked in Dutch city of Roermond

It is not clear whether the reported bombing is related to a spate of recent attacks on mosques and Islamic buildings in the Netherlands in the wake of the Nov. 2 murder of filmmaker Theo van Gogh by an alleged Islamic radical 

AMSTERDAM- AP

An apparent explosive was thrown into a Turkish-owned shop in the southern Dutch city of Roermond early yesterday morning, causing minor damage but no injuries, media reports said.

Police spokeswoman Annemiek Mols told Associated Press an incident took place at the store, but could not immediately confirm details.
It was not clear whether the reported bombing was related to a spate of recent attacks on mosques and Islamic buildings in the Netherlands in the wake of the Nov. 2 murder of filmmaker Theo van Gogh by an alleged Islamic radical.
Neighbors said they heard an explosion around 2 a.m., and their windows shook. The front of the store was damaged, and people who lived in apartments above it were forced to evacuate temporarily because of smoke.
According to Dutch media reports, the store had been vandalized in the past before the Van Gogh killing, possibly by people having a dispute with the owner.

More than 20 mosques and Islamic buildings - and Christian churches - had been damaged in apparent retaliatory attacks in the days following Van Gogh's murder, which unleashed a wave of anti-immigrant sentiment among native Dutch. The last reported major incident was Nov. 13, when a mosque was burned to the ground in Helden.
Mohammed Bouyeri, a 26-year-old Dutch Moroccan has been arrested on suspicion of Van Gogh's murder. 


Some thoughts on the eve of negotiations with the EU
Harald Ernberg

I, together with many others, think it is of the utmost importance that Turkey one day becomes a member of the EU. The sooner the better. Since the main priority, from the embryo of the EU of today, was and still is to pave the way for peace in the world, it would be a severe blow not only to the EU if Turkey should not be accepted as a full member. To me this is as important for the EU as for Turkey. I think that very many politicians and others in the EU agree on this, but at the same time there are quite a lot of people, perhaps a little less educated, that are against Turkish membership. 

In my opinion Turkey should try to avoid making the same mistakes that the EU appears to be making in naming some extra conditions for membership. Neither should Turkey strongly oppose these conditions and at the same time beg on its knees to be a member. The EU has already invited Turkey to be a member after fulfilling certain conditions for new members. These conditions are now said to be fulfilled and therefore the road to membership should be clear. 

Instead of opposing the wording in the EU report I think Turkey should inform the EU of what has been done in other fields than those listed in the Copenhagen criteria. Here, for example, your international universities could very well be mentioned and highlighted. Turkey could also commence implementing other ideas and projects that so far have not been taken up for implementation by the EU. 
One such idea could be what I took up in my letter to the editor some days ago with the title “Bureaucracy at work” regarding vehicle control/inspection in Turkey. I did point to the enormous bureaucracy (I normally prefer to use the word “bureaucrazy”), but my main point was that the now existing vehicle inspection should be made far more effective in order to save lives, time and money. Vehicles that are found unfit for traffic should be taken off the roads if the detected faults are not taken care of and the vehicle is not accepted at a new inspection. I would not be surprised if the EU one day forces member countries to set up such effective vehicle inspection stations. If Turkey should start on such a project, without being a condition set by the EU, I think it would be very much appreciated by them. 

Another also life-saving project would be to try to stop people from smoking or at least to get them to smoke less. In many EU countries cigarette packs have a text saying that smoking could lead to cancer and other dangerous illnesses. Advertising is also prohibited as well as selling cigarettes to youngsters under 18 years of age. Another measure to stop people from smoking has been sharp increases in the price of cigarettes through higher tobacco taxes. In some EU countries smoking is prohibited in public places, restaurants, etc. I would not be surprised if the per capita consumption of cigarettes in Turkey is well above consumption in EU countries. 

Now that there is so much evidence that tobacco is dangerous for your health, I think it really is time to take some measures in order to sharply diminish the heavy smoking in Turkey. There are not only lives and money to be saved. The EU will also appreciate it and give Turkey credit for such an initiative. Anyhow, I think that the EU one day will impose harsh measures in order to restrict smoking. One such measure could be to set a still higher price with a fixed mini-price for all members. Turkey could probably get people to smoke much less by doubling the prices. Still, the prices here would be much less than in the EU. 

In my former occupation I had several opportunities to discuss aid programs to poorer countries with representatives of the World Bank and IMF. I always stressed the importance of education for the development and economy of any country, and especially for poorer countries, and begged them to give the highest priority to education when planning the different aid packages to poor countries. 
A country having an international university where the teaching is in the English language gets much more motivated national students. Among other things they are getting in contact with students from other countries and also have the possibility of continuing their studies abroad. The competition between teachers also gets tougher for the benefit of the students since qualified teachers from the whole world are interested in going to other countries. The biggest advantage is perhaps that many of the national students will continue more advanced studies in other countries and develop even more contacts and experience to be used for the good and advantage of their own countries. 
Turkey, with at least four international universities where all teaching is in English, has been and is in the forefront compared to most other countries. Other countries should learn from the Turkish experience. Why not invite representatives from EU countries to come to these universities in order to see and listen to what they have accomplished and tell them about the positive results for the country? 
Regarding more normal education, I think there is still much to be done in Turkey, not the least in rural areas. In order to prepare the inhabitants for EU entry they have to be better educated. If not they will not understand why Turkey should be a member. The parents and the teacher are key educators. It would, of course, be impossible to get all, or even a small portion of them, back to school for a more up-to-date education. 

I therefore think of a somewhat controversial education media, television, that here perhaps could have a function. The other day I read in the paper that Turks now dedicate four hours per day to watching TV, being the leader in the world together with United States. Unfortunately, most of these hours do not have any educational impact. Some of them even could have a negative and destructive impact. If just a small part of these four hours per day watching TV could be filled with material to educate parents, teachers and children it would be wonderful for Turkey, its future and its possibilities of joining the EU.


Germany takes steps to integrate Muslim migrants 

"The main ethnic groups have built complete infrastructures, from kindergartens and stores, lawyers, travel agents, banks to doctors for old-age care," says Mayor Buschkowsky.

TONY CZUCZKA
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BERLIN - AP


Shop signs in Arabic and Turkish, storefront mosques and headscarf-wearing women in the streets show how easy it is for new arrivals to stay among their own in Berlin's heavily immigrant Neukoelln neighborhood.
For years, Germans took places like Neukoelln as a sign of a tolerant, multicultural society. That complacency abruptly ended after the Nov. 2 slaying in the Netherlands of filmmaker Theo van Gogh, an outspoken critic of Islam whose fate raised alarm in next-door Germany - home to more than 3 million Muslims.

Fears that growing alienation between immigrants and majority Germans could lead to strife have burst into the open, prompting politicians from Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder on down to send out a message to Muslims immigrants: Learn German, fit in, commit to democratic rules.

In Neukoelln, where 80 percent of elementary school students are non-German, civic leaders say the furious debate underscores something they've said for some time: It's too idealistic to believe immigrants will simply turn into Germans over time.
"Pointing out the problem doesn't make you a racist," Leopold Bongart, who has given or supervised German language courses in Neukoelln since the 1970s, said in an interview.
"We told ourselves that the process in many ways would take care of itself. That hasn't worked."
The government wants to counter the trend with a Jan. 1 legal change that presses immigrants and their children to take German language and civics courses, and makes it easier for authorities to deport Islamic hate preachers.
Days after someone firebombed a mosque in southern Germany, Schroeder warned on Nov. 21 against letting Van Gogh's killing trigger a "battle of cultures" between Muslims and Germans. Muslims, he said, must do their part by standing up "for our legal system and our democratic rules of play."

More than anything, politicians and law enforcement officials worry that Muslims who reject German culture are more open to radical Islam - a fear stoked by the fact that three of the Sept. 11 suicide pilots lived and studied in Germany. One politician has urged that imams be required to preach in German to help authorities keep tabs on them.
Germans would like to see more Muslim immigrants like Alev Ozbingol, 22, who recently left Turkey to join her Turkish-born husband in Berlin and look for a job.

"There was a time when there were a lot of jobs where you didn't need German," she said during a break in her language class. "Nowadays you do."
And in response to Van Gogh's stabbing on an Amsterdam street, allegedly by an Islamic radical, German Muslims recently organized a demonstration in Cologne that drew 25,000 people.

But 40 years after Turks first flocked to then-West Germany to help power the postwar economic boom, many immigrants still live in parallel societies in the big cities where they can go from birth to burial largely isolated from German society.
"The main ethnic groups have built complete infrastructures, from kindergartens and stores, lawyers, travel agents, banks to doctors for old-age care," Neukoelln district Mayor Heinz Buschkowsky said.
He and Bongart say they've noticed Muslims in their bailiwick becoming more religious in recent years. But they caution against equating that with rising Islamic extremism.

"This re-Islamization, it's also an aid for many who feel disoriented in the new society," Bongart said.
Social problems run deep in Neukoelln, an inner-city mix of old tenements and new housing projects just five kilometers (3.5 miles) south of the Brandenburg Gate's tourist bustle.

Amid the Turkish coffeehouses and Arab jewelers, the jobless rate is 23 percent, and 70 percent of non-German youths only finish junior high school or drop out before. Both figures are far above the national average.
Buschkowsky says it's time Germany made a new push to reach out and integrate its Muslims.
"Those who feel shut out," he warns, "become easy prey for hate preachers and criminal groups." 


'EU incomplete without Turkey' 

'The decision the EU will make on Dec. 17, will declare whether the union is the home for compromise among civilizations, or just a Christian club,' NTV quoted Erdoğan as saying 

ANKARA- Turkish Daily News


Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan said the European Union would be incomplete until Turkey was allowed admission, NTV television station reported. 

Erdoğan, speaking at a meeting of the International Press Institute (IPI) in İstanbul over the weekend, said Ankara did not want the EU to come forward with new excuses on Dec. 17. 
“The decision the EU will make on Dec. 17, will declare whether the union is the home of compromise among civilizations, or just a Christian club,” NTV quoted Erdoğan as saying. 
EU leaders during the Brussels EU Dec. 17, summit next month are to decide whether to open accession talks with Turkey as the EU Commission last month recommended in its report. The EU Commission said Ankara had fulfilled the Copenhagen criteria.   
Erdoğan said the EU now had to prove its desire for a gathering of the civilizations. Nevertheless, main opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP) Deniz Baykal criticized the EU’s attitude over Turkey’s position, as well as the government’s response to it. 
Baykal, speaking at a conference in Ankara over the weekend, said the EU [in its progress report issued by the commission] did not introduce any political will concerning Turkey’s EU bid, Cumhuriyet daily yesterday said. He added the government could not determine its stance over the matter. 

“The government’s attitude over the EU Commission’s report is vague,” Cumhuriyet quoted Baykal as saying.  He said the report, which was satisfactory for the EU and not for Turkey, led to a critical phase in Turkey’s EU bid. He criticized Erdoğan by saying his evaluation of the report as “positive and balanced” was, in fact, wrong. 

The EU would continue putting political barriers in front of Turkey and Turkey would start the negotiation process in a weakened position, Baykal said, adding, “The minority issue will be brought up frequently by the EU.” 
Baykal concluded that the EU would continue in its current efforts to create “new minorities” in Turkey. 
