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NEWS ANALYSIS
Troika dismays Ankara 

The meeting with Troika says the final word on Ankara’s request for a more favorable decision on December 17 and makes it clear that the best Turkey could hope for is what has been already said in the Commission’s recommendation 

FATMA DEMİRELLİ



'No sense to ask Turkey for Greek Cypriots' recognition'

'Any sensible and moderate country cannot ask Turkey to recognize the "Cyprus Republic" without having the Cyprus dispute resolved,' Turkish Cypriot Premier Talat says 

ANKARA-Turkish Daily News


Turkish Cypriot Prime Minister Mehmet Ali Talat said yesterday that it was not possible for Turkey to recognize the Greek Cypriot administration -- the internationally-recognized government of Cyprus -- before the long-running   division of the island was resolved, the Anatolia news agency said. 

Ankara faces pressure by the European Union-member Greek Cypriot administration to make such a move ahead of a key Dec. 17 EU summit where EU leaders are expected to decide to launch accession negotiations with Ankara. Greek Cypriot leaders have been insisting that Turkey’s recognition of the Greek Cypriot administration should be a condition for the start of entry talks. 
“Any sensible and moderate country cannot ask Turkey to recognize the ‘Cyprus Republic’ without having the  Cyprus dispute resolved,” Talat was quoted as saying by Anatolia.  

Cyprus has been divided between Turkish and Greek Cypriots since 1974 when the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) intervened on the island to stop Greek Cypriot attacks on Turkish Cypriots. Turkey only recognizes the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (KKTC).  
The island's Greek Cypriot administration joined the EU in May under the title of  "Cyprus Republic," following simultaneous referenda on both sides of the island in which a United Nations reunification plan was voted upon. Greek Cypriots said "no" to the U.N. blueprint while the Turkish Cypriots said "yes," however, they were nevertheless excluded from the EU. 
“It is impossible for Turkey to recognize a ‘Cyprus Republic’ in the short-term, even after Dec. 17,” Talat said. 
Turkey says it has fulfilled the Copenhagen criteria, the only condition for the start of the accession talks, in addition, the EU Commission confirmed Turkey's readiness for negotiations in its progress report of Oct.6. 

Responding to a question whether Turkey was under international pressure for recognizing the Greek Cypriot administration, Talat said he believed neither the United States nor the EU had any tendency of wanting to influence Turkey taking such a step. “I did not see any such sign during my meetings with EU officials," he added. 
Talat said putting pressure on the Turkish side had no point since Turkey and Turkish Cypriots did not have any part in the failure to resolve the Cyprus dispute. 

Meanwhile, Greek Cypriot news reports said the United States was moving towards indirect recognition of the KKTC. The Bush administration allocated $30 million to Turkish Cypriots via the State Department and the U.S. Congress approved the allocation, the Greek Cypriot press reported. 
The news reports said the allocation would be delivered to the KKTC Finance Ministry, amounting to the de facto recognition of the KKTC by Washington since it would bypass the “Cyprus Republic."  


SHORTS DIPLOMACY

ANKARA- Turkish Daily News

French parliament speaker to visit Turkey 

Speaker of the French Parliament Jean-Louis Debre said he would pay a visit to Turkey to discuss its European Union membership, the Anatolia news agency said. 
Speaking during an interview with France Inter radio earlier this week, Debre said he wanted to visit Turkey with four parliamentary group leaders from the French legislature but declined to specify just when the visit might take place, Anatolia said.    
“Reason needs to bring Turkey to the EU because Europe means peace. This large nation should definitely drop its anchor in Europe,” Anatolia quoted Debre as saying. 
Debre added that he wanted reason, not passion, to determine the EU decision concerning Turkey starting accession talks with the union.    
EU term president clarifies start of Turkey talks 
Dutch Foreign Minister Bernard Bot said accession talks between the European Union and Turkey could start by the end of next year or the beginning of 2006, the Anatolia news agency said.  
Bot, the foreign minister of European Union term president the Netherlands, said European leaders, during the Brussels summit next month, could decide on a “conditional yes” for starting Turkey talks. He added that, in this case, the accession talks would at the earliest start by the end of next year or the beginning of 2006. 

AKP delegation meets CDU leader 

Justice and Development Party (AKP) Deputy Chairman Reha Denemeç said Turkey had to express itself properly, particularly to those circles within the European Union that were against Turkey’s EU membership, the Anatolia news agency said. 
An AKP delegation met with Angela Merkel, leader of the Christian Democrat Party (CDU), in Berlin earlier his week. German unionist parties are known to be against Turkey’s membership. Merkel favors giving Turkey a “privileged partnership” instead of full membership. 
“We need to introduce Turkey in Germany in the best possible way and get the German on the street to understand what Turkey really is. The purpose of these meetings is not to accuse or convince each other,” Denemeç was quoted as saying by Anatolia. He added that the political parties of both countries were getting to know each other better via this kind of meetings. 

Ankara-Dushanbe cooperation extended 

The foreign ministries of Turkey and Tajikistan signed a cooperative agreement in Ankara for the year 2005, the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 
Tajik Deputy Foreign Minister Salohiddin Nasriddinov and Turkish Deputy Undersecretary Ahmet Üzümcü signed the agreement, which foresees strengthening the current cooperation between the two foreign ministries via information exchange and the training of personnel.   

Fischer calls on German opposition to support Turkey 

German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer said Turkey, as a Middle Eastern country, was important not only for Germany but for all of Europe, the Anatolia news agency said. 
Speaking at the German Parliament earlier this week, Fischer called on the German opposition parties that were against Turkey’s EU membership to lend their support to Turkey's EU membership. 
Fischer said Europe bordered the Middle East and that developments in the Middle East concerned all of Europe. “I believe that it isn't Europe that is limited by borders, as you say, but rather minds that are limited to them,” Anatolia quoted him as saying. 


Giscard d'Estaing offers 'privileged partnership' for Turkey

'Turkey's accession, whenever it is, would change the nature of the European project,' the former French president says

ANKARA- Turkish Daily News

Former French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing said the accession talks between the European Union and Ankara that could begin next year should focus on forming a "privileged partnership" rather than full accession, the Anatolia news agency said. 
In an opinion column in French daily Le Figaro yesterday, Giscard d'Estaing -- who is known as the founding father of the EU Constitution -- strongly opposed Turkey’s EU membership. 

"Turkey's accession, whenever it is, would change the nature of the European project," Anatolia quoted Giscard d'Estaing as saying.
"It is a fact; the European Constitution ... was not conceived for taking in a power the size of Turkey," he said. 
The former French president said Article 57 of the Constitution, which still required the approval of the 25 member-states, allowed the EU to negotiate "privileged partnership" agreements with its neighbors. 

He enumerated the founding elements of the European convention; the cultural legacy of ancient Greece and Rome, the religious heritage that infused European life, the creative zeal of the Renaissance, the philosophy of the Enlightenment and the contribution of rational and scientific thought. “None of these elements was shared by Turkey,” he said. 
In his article titled “For a return to reason,” Giscard d'Estaing denied that Turkey’s huge Muslim population was the reason for his opposition; however, he said Turkey was not on the European continent. “Only 5 per cent of Turkey’s territory and 8 per cent of its population are in Europe.” 

Past promises made to Turkey that it would eventually be allowed into the European club had already been fulfilled because the EU had been functioning at that time as a purely economic body under the name of the Common Market, Giscard d'Estaing said. He added that there was no place for Turkey in today’s EU, which had become a political union. 

“The promise given to Turkey in the 1960s was fulfilled when the customs union was established in 1995,” Giscard d'Estaing said. 
Turkey’s EU bid has been a matter of controversy in member countries towards a Brussels summit next month when European leaders are to decide whether to open Turkey talks. The executive EU Commission last month said in its recommendation that Ankara had fulfilled the Copenhagen criteria, which are assumed to be the only requirement for starting entry talks. 

French President Jacques Chirac has long been under pressure from both his own party and the opposition concerning Turkey’s EU bid. Chirac, due to public opposition, favors setting the date for talks with Turkey as far in the future as possible, allowing him to secure approval for the European Constitution without having the process overshadowed by Turkey debates. 
Opinion polls show many French citizens fear the accession of a mainly Muslim state of more than 70 million people, who they worry would flood EU job markets and change the nature of the union.

Giscard d'Estaing said Turkish membership could be followed by Morocco trying to join the EU and added: "A process of permanent enlargement would follow, destabilizing the functioning of the [EU] system and making it lose its original rationale."


'Turkey bridges Islam with the West' 
"Turkey’s accession to the European Union will represent a higher degree of integration of a Muslim society with the peoples of Europe on the basis of common universal and democratic values," says Demirel

ANKARA - Turkish Daily News

Former President Süleyman Demirel said yesterday that Turkey's accession to the European Union would be of benefit to both the candidate country and the bloc and urged Pope John Paul II to back Turkey's EU bid, as it would contribute to the harmonization of Islamic and Western civilizations. 

"On the Turkish side, it will be the fulfillment of our potential for reform and progress in a secular and pluralistic democracy in a country where the Muslim population forms the majority. On the European side, it will be a commitment to harmony in diversity and the vindication of the universality of European values," Demirel said in a speech he delivered at the Turkey-Japan Foundation.
"It will also be a wise step towards making Europe a more effective international player," he added while speaking at the conference organized to mark the 15th anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s visit to Turkey by the Vatican Mission in Turkey. "At this crucial stage, the moral support of His Holiness to Turkey’s European Union accession process gains even more importance." 
Turkey has been striving to join the 25-nation club for the part four decades. The EU leaders are expected to decide whether to open entry negotiations with Ankara in a Dec. 17 summit next month after the EU Commission said on Oct. 6 that Ankara was fit to start membership talks. 

Demirel said Turkey's Muslim identity did not prevent it from interacting with the West in general and Europe in particular, or from becoming an effective member of Western institutions. 
"Turkey’s accession to the EU will represent a higher degree of integration of a Muslim society with the peoples of Europe on the basis of common universal and democratic values. Starting accession talks with the EU, hopefully by early next year, will send a strong message in this regard," he said.

Demirel said the pope was the first top Vatican figure ever to enter a mosque and kiss a Koran, to preach in a Lutheran church and to visit a synagogue. 
"It is gratifying to see that the Holy See is also doing its fair share in contributing to the harmony between civilizations. These trips and gestures are an outward sign of his efforts at wider understanding between religions and cultures. They are of immense significance in inter-faith reconciliation, which the world desperately needs today," he added. 

Islam-West relations matter more than ever 

The relationship between Islam and the West matters more than ever before due to the need for living together peacefully, said the former president pointing out increased misinterpretation of Islam after the Sept. 11 attacks in the United States. 
"The nature of the relationship between Islam and the West matters more today than ever before, because the need for the two to live together peacefully in our increasingly interdependent world has never been greater,” he said.
"The Western judgment of Islam is grossly distorted by taking the extremes to be the norm. Sept. 11 appears to aggravate this misrepresentation. That is a very serious mistake. Extremism is no more the monopoly of Islam than it is the monopoly of other religions,” he added.

Demirel said commons outweighed differences of the Muslim and Christian Worlds. "Muslims, Christians and Jews are all the “peoples of the Book." Islam and Christianity share a common monotheistic vision: Belief in one divine God, in the transience of our earthy life, in our accountability for our actions, and the assurance of life to come after death," he said.  
The former president underlined the importance of tolerance and added that Turkey presented a good example that viewing Islam, as a monolithic structure was wrong. Turkey’s experience in bridging Islam with the universal values and Western practices was unique, he said.
"The desire to catch up with modernity, to be in the same league with the most advanced societies was the starting point of Turkey’s westernization process. Islam, as a faith, has not been an obstacle in this endeavor," he said, adding that secularism in Turkey did not hinder people from practicing their religion. 

 "Secularism in Turkey should not be seen as an application imposed by the State from the top-down. In fact, it has always existed in the traditions of the Anatolian peoples throughout the centuries who cultivated harmonious coexistence with other cultures." he said.       
"Our democracy demonstrates the possibility of keeping alive and respecting Islamic values, while not permitting the exploitation of religious feelings by political extremists. Political parties in Turkey know all too well that politics is essentially about good governance. This is a paradigm of high importance that can be applied in a wider Muslim geography."
The article prepared from Demirel's speech at the Turkey-Japan Foundation marking the 25 anniversary of the papal visit to Turkey will appear in tomorrow’s TDN.
Schroeder assures Turkey of full-membership support

'For us, it is the only acceptable option; to start negotiations with Turkey with the aim of full membership. Turkey can trust us,' German Chancellor Schroeder says 

ANKARA- Turkish Daily News

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder yesterday assured Turkey -- while excluding other alternatives such as "privileged partnership" for Turkey’s joining with the European Union -- by saying that Germany would support Turkey at the Dec. 17 Brussels summit at which Turkey’s opening negotiations with the aim of full membership will commence, the Anatolia news agency said.    
Turkish Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s Association (TÜSİAD), in a written statement, said a delegation led by Chairman Ömer Sabancı met Schroeder and German Interior Minister Otto Schily in Berlin. The visit took place upon Schroeder’s request and Schroeder and the TÜSİAD delegation discussed the problems of Turks living in Germany. 

“For us, it is the only acceptable option; to start negotiations with Turkey with the aim of full membership. Turkey can trust us,” Schroeder was quoted as saying in the TÜSİAD statement. 
A TÜSİAD delegation led by Sabancı has been touring EU capitals as part of their efforts to drum up support for Turkey’s long-running bid to join the EU. 
