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Hopes alive despite persisting snags

Compromise hopes receive a blow as Erdoğan rebuffs a plea from the EU Commission for a Cyprus gesture before the Dec. 16-17 summit, but further bargaining is ahead

ANKARA – Turkish Daily News

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan told the European Commission that Ankara was not open to any gestures on Cyprus ahead of next week's summit of European Union leaders that will decide whether to open accession talks with Turkey, a sign that bargaining in the next few days will be tough. 
At a meeting with Erdoğan in Brussels, EU Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso “expressed the expectation of seeing a gesture from Turkey on Cyprus before the summit” but Erdoğan rejected that, saying Turkey would not take any further steps on the issue, news reports said. 

Erdoğan noted that the accession talks with Turkey would be “open-ended,” as the commission had proposed, thus making any commitment to recognize the Greek Cypriot administration difficult.
Erdoğan’s meeting with Barroso came as the presidency of the EU has been trying to resolve the wording of the final communique of the Dec. 16-17 summit on the conditions the bloc expects Turkey to meet.
Greek Cypriot news reports said Nicosia had presented to the EU its “red lines” for a positive decision at the summit when the Greek Cypriot foreign minister met with his British counterpart. These red lines include full recognition of the Greek Cypriot government.
The Nicosia government has raised the possibility of vetoing the summit decision, and the Greek Cypriot media on Thursday quoted the country's permanent representative in Brussels as saying a veto could be inevitable if Nicosia's conditions were not met. But, in a sign of backpedaling, Greek Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos appeared to distance himself yesterday from suggestions he might veto Turkey's EU accession bid.

"Nobody in Europe is speaking of a veto. Have you heard any country in Europe speak of a veto? They are speaking of the conditions that must be imposed on Turkey to become a member," Papadopoulos told journalists.
He had been asked to comment on opinion polls suggesting that 70 percent of Greek Cypriots want him to veto the start of Turkey's entry talks with the EU.

A draft summit statement prepared by the Dutch presidency implicitly showed that Greek Cyprus’ de facto recognition was a condition for a decision at the Dec. 16-17 summit for the start of the accession talks by urging Ankara to amend its Association Agreement with the EU to take into account the accession of new countries, including Greek Cyprus.
Nicosia has rejected that formula of tacit recognition, but it won no backing from Ankara either. Turkey says it has done what it could and that it was the EU’s turn to act now.
The Dutch presidency, however, sounded confident on Thursday that a solution which would satisfy all could “surely” be found.

Voices of support

Meeting Erdoğan at EU headquarters, Barroso said he would argue Turkey's case at the EU summit next Thursday and Friday that must decide on opening negotiations, his spokeswoman said.
"The president supports the accession of Turkey to the union," said spokeswoman Francoise Le Bail. "He thinks that will be a good thing for Turkey and a good thing for the union."
Barroso told Erdoğan he expected a "positive outcome" for Turkey at the summit, Le Bail said, adding that he also backed Turkey's call for a starting date early in 2005.

On Thursday, Erdoğan met with Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende to discuss the compromise efforts. 
Erdoğan told Turkish reporters he had made four points at the meeting: talks for full membership, not second-class status; a clear, unconditional date to start talks; no conditions beyond the EU's political criteria on democracy and human rights, such as the recognition of Cyprus; and no mention of permanent safeguards on Turkey.
Asked about pressure from France, Austria and Denmark for the EU to spell out an alternative to membership if the talks failed, he said, "You can't change the rules in the middle of a game."

Balkenende will have private meetings on Monday with French President Jacques Chirac in Paris and Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel in Vienna as he tours Europe to prepare for the historic decision.
The Dutch presidency was expected to circulate a new draft of the summit statement over the weekend for foreign ministers to discuss at a meeting on Monday, but the crucial final details will be decided at the summit.

Public hostility

Hostile public opinion continues to be an obstacle that threatens a positive outcome at the next week summit.
"President Barroso explained to Prime Minister Erdoğan the difficulties that existed with certain member states and with certain public opinion," Barroso’s spokeswoman Le Bail said.
An opinion survey published by the EU executive yesterday highlighted resistance to the prospect in Western Europe.
A Eurobarometer poll found only a narrow majority in the 15 old EU states -- 49 percent to 40 -- favors further enlargement of the bloc. Turkey was not mentioned in the question, but it is the largest candidate.

There was more enthusiasm for continuing expansion in the 10 new countries that joined last May, where 72 percent were in favor and only 14 percent were against.
But 62 percent of Austrians, 57 percent of Germans, 54 percent of Luxembourgers, 52 percent of Finns and 51 percent of the French opposed any further enlargement of the EU.


Barnier says rocky road ahead for Turkey

'Starting negotiations does not mean accession to the union will happen' says Barnier 

ANKARA- Turkish Daily News


French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier said European leaders should take into account that during the Dec. 17 Brussels EU Summit, talks with Ankara could fail and they should prepare alternative scenarios concerning Turkey’s future relationship with the EU, reported Anatolia news agency. 

Barnier, speaking to reporters in Brussels earlier this week, said the French government wanted the Brussels talks to succeed. 
“However this process will remain an open process of which the consequence is written beforehand,” Anatolia quoted Barnier as saying. 
Barnier said the French government expected “another option” other than full membership to be foreseen in Brussels; in order not to lose what has been achieved so far between the EU and Turkey if talks fail. 

The French government supports starting Turkey’s membership talks either at the end of next year or the beginning of 2006, said Barnier. However, he added making the final decision concerning Turkey’s membership could take 15 years, he added. 
“Starting negotiations does not mean that accession to the union will happen. It will be a rocky road ahead,” Barnier said. 
French President Jacques Chirac has long been under pressure from both his own party and the opposition concerning Turkey’s EU bid. Chirac, due to public opposition, favors setting the date for talks with Turkey as far in the future as possible, allowing him to secure approval for the European Constitution without having the process overshadowed by Turkey debates. 
Opinion polls show many French citizens fear the accession of a mainly Muslim state of more than 70 million people, who they worry, would flood EU job markets and change the nature of the union.


THE ECONOMİST: EU leaders to say yes for the start of Turkey talks

ANKARA - Turkish Daily News

Leaders of the European Union will give the green light for the start of Turkey's accession talks after tough negotiations at the union's summit meeting next week in Brussels, said the influential British magazine The Economist.   
The weekly magazine reminded that an October report by the European Commission recommended the opening of entry negotiations with Ankara and said most EU leaders were in favor of the commission’s advice. “Despite the negotiations (on Turkey in Brussels) will be tough,” it added.  

According to The Economist, EU leaders were expected to set a date for the start of Turkey talks in the second half of next year although Ankara wants to start in the first half. Leaders of the 25 member states were trying to sort out differences among themselves, particularly on whether to offer Turkey special partnership instead of full membership, it said. 
The magazine, however, added that neither the special partnership option nor imposing permanent restrictions on the free circulation of the Turkish work force look likely to be included in the final declaration of the Brussels summit.


