PAGE  
3

TURKISH DAILY NEWS

DECEMBER 9, 2004

Ankara unyielding 

Turkish leaders, adamant in not accepting any more conditions, are in Europe on a difficult mission to convince EU leaders to change minds in the run-up to the Dec. 16-17 summit 

ANKARA - Turkish Daily News

Turkish government leaders are currently in European Union capitals telling their counterparts to set a fixed date for the opening of accession talks and not to water down a decades-old pledge for the country’s membership by imposing extra conditions.
The mission undertaken by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Foreign Minister Abdullah Gül through critical talks in Brussels is a difficult one, given the high feelings against Turkey’s membership of the EU that  has forced leaders who will decide whether to open the long-delayed accession talks with Turkey on Dec. 16-17 to toughen their conditions over giving a green light.
 
A draft summit statement debated at a meeting of permanent representatives in Brussels showed Ankara would have to prove it is implementing EU law rather than just enacting it to progress towards membership, this irked Ankara by explicitly referring to “torture” just days before the summit. The text also called on Turkey to settle disputes that could affect its accession bid through the International Court of Justice. Additionally, it stuck to a requirement that Turkey tacitly recognize Greek Cyprus as one of the 10 new EU member states despite Ankara's reluctance to do so. 

Erdoğan, who is scheduled to meet with Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende this week, said Turkey expected the EU summit to make three things clear: Firstly, (commitment to) membership; secondly, the start of negotiations without a second decision and thirdly, issues on which Turkey has political sensitivities should not be raised.”
Erdoğan said new conditions would be like imposing new rules in the middle of a football match. “The rules of the game are clear and these rules are being met,” he said. 
"We want heads of state and government to fix a date for the start of negotiations for Turkey's membership to the EU," Erdogan told Le Monde newspaper in an interview published yesterday.
"We will not accept them pushing back another meeting to decide the fixing of this date," he said.
Gül, who expressed Turkey’s objections to visiting Dutch Minister Atzo Nicolai earlier this week, said recognition of Greek Cyprus was out of the question before a settlement took place on the island and he was set to deliver that message to EU officials when he met them later today.

European friends of Turkey, however, have warned an unyielding rhetoric could appall EU leaders and would do little to ease public opposition.

One thing that bothered Ankara during the course of recent discussions in the EU was that Turkey had been merely consulted. The decision-shaping process mostly occurred in separate venues as the EU toughened its conditions for the start of talks. Turkish leaders, at a state summit on Tuesday, rejected any more conditions, saying the country had done what it had to do.
In a sign of growing discontent, Turkey’s EU Ambassador to the EU Oğuz Demiralp warned yesterday that the EU could not expect Ankara to remain in its orbit if it did not admit the country to the bloc.
He said those who included sometimes "offensive" wording in a draft EU summit statement on whether to open membership talks with Turkey were mistaken in assuming Turkey would align itself with the EU automatically.
"The language assumes Turkey will remain in the orbit of the EU no matter what happens. That is not true," he told a conference.
Demiralp said there was no logic in Turkey staying on its pro-EU course if leaders said "No," or offered it some kind of partnership agreement short of membership.

"Many cards will be redistributed if there is no positive decision,” he said.
Despite the tension, however, forthcoming discussions can still produce a common understanding. 
“It is too early to make a judgment. The process of consultation is ongoing,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Namık Tan said yesterday.

Powell tiptoes around Turkish bid

Ever the consummate diplomat, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell tiptoed around a question yesterday about whether the United States backed Turkey's bid to join the EU and had sought to sway the decision.
"Any more mines you want to lay out?" Powell asked a Turkish student questioner during a Brussels lecture, nine days before EU leaders are due to decide whether and when to open membership talks with their NATO ally.
"This of course is a matter for the EU to decide (laughter) ... so it would be inappropriate for me to say what the EU should do," he began.
Powell was mindful of a backlash in Europe when U.S. President George W. Bush telephoned EU leaders during a 2002 summit to lobby on Ankara's behalf and used a NATO summit in Istanbul last June to plead for Turkish membership.
French President Jacques Chirac told Bush to mind his own business, saying it were as if the French leader was telling the United States how to manage its relations with Mexico.


Belgium warns against 'historic mistake' in handling Turkey's EU bid

'Full membership is the best method of keeping Turkey within the orbit of Europe. It is important for the European strategy to have a buffer zone and bridge between the West and the Middle East,' says Belgian Foreign Minister De Gucht

ANKARA- Turkish Daily News

Belgian Foreign Minister Karel De Gucht said it would be a historic mistake to reject Turkey’s accession bid to the European Union. 
De Gucht, speaking in an interview with the largest Belgian daily newspaper, Le Soir, indicated that European governments should work hard to explain to the reluctant public why Turkey's membership is a benefit to Europe. 
“Full membership is the best method of keeping Turkey within the orbit of Europe. It is important for European strategy to have a buffer zone and bridge between the West and the Middle East,” De Gucht was quoted as saying. 

Domestic debates within EU member states regarding Turkey’s EU bid have heated up on the eve of the Dec. 17 Brussels summit where European leaders are to decide whether or not to give the green light for the start of accession talks with Turkey. Turkey’s huge Muslim-dominated population has been the basic point of concern raised by European public opinion. 

De Gucht expressed his opinion that it is important for the EU to have Islamic culture in harmony with European values. Turkey is already a neighbor to Europe, and its progressive Islamic culture could also affect the Middle East: “Turkey, with its modernization that has brought social welfare, economic success and democratization, can be a model for the Islamic world,” he said. 
De Gucht said the goal of membership in the EU constituted a motivation for Turkey to push its reform process forward and maintained that the process would go even further once accession negotiations started. 
“Turkey will have to adapt most of its legislation to that of the EU. It would be a mistake of historical proportions for the EU to deprive itself of this opportunity to make an impact," he said.


French bishops urge Chirac to press Turkey on religious rights 

Bishop Jean-Pierre Ricard regrets in a letter to Chirac that Brussels has not demanded full Turkish respect for human rights before deciding on opening entry talks 

PARIS – Reuters

France's Roman Catholic Church has complained to French President Jacques Chirac that Turkey is violating the freedom of religion and urged him to make Turkey respect this issue a precondition for opening EU membership negotiations.
Bishop Jean-Pierre Ricard, head of the bishops' conference, regretted in a letter to Chirac that Brussels had not demanded full Turkish respect for human rights before deciding whether to open entry talks, a Church statement said on Wednesday.
Officially secular, Turkey is 99 percent Muslim and it’s Christian and Jewish minorities complain of official harassment and bureaucratic hurdles that violate the neutrality the state professes to maintain in religious issues.
“Certain basic rights, especially religious freedom, are not fully respected in Turkey, despite the reforms undertaken,” the statement quoted Ricard as saying in the letter to Chirac.

It said Ricard expressed regret that the opening of negotiations with Turkey was not made dependent on full respect for all basic rights.
“Bishop Jean-Pierre Ricard asks the president to ensure that France makes Turkey respect religious freedom and the recognition of a proper judicial status for religious minorities a precondition for opening negotiations with Turkey,” the statement said.
The Bishops' Conferences of the European Community (COMECE) issued a similar appeal last month, only weeks after the Conference of European Churches -- which links Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox faiths -- expressed its concern.
